
At the beginning of a new year it is 
appropriate to access the current circumstances and to set goals for the upcoming 
year. In recent times the Diaconate has been given Basic Norms and a Directory 
from the Vatican, the National Directory, and, as a community, we have developed a 
Total Pastoral Plan for Deacons. Accordingly we have an enormous amount of work 
before us to implement all these directives and plans. I would see the following 
goals for the Permanent Diaconate for 2007: 

1) Assignments: Implement a new procedure that help deacons find assignments 
that match their skills and gifts and which will be recognized by their Regional 
Bishop. 

2) Identity: Provide a white paper for both Deacons and the Presbyterate on the 
Roles, Rights and Responsibilities of Permanent Deacons in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. This will set the tone that Deacons are primarily Bishop’s men. 

3) Deacon Community Board: Establish a fully functional and vital Assembly of 
Deacons where all aspects of post-ordination life can be discussed and 
nurtured. 

4) Norms and National Directory: Implement all of the Vatican Norms and 
Directory (1998) and the National Directory (2005) requirements. 

5) Retreats: Make the Men’s Retreat and the Couple Retreat more widely 
appealing and spiritual. 

(Continued on page 2) 

With the winter winds of January also come the challenging tasks of budget 
preparations, annual reviews of employees and sitting down with our Stewardship teams and determining how we are going to 
finance the action plans our council and commissions have presented. I do not know about you, but I usually need to confront 
these meetings after about 10 days on a warm and sunny beach – so I hope to bump into a few of you at Miami International 
airport! 
 It is my hope that many of you are also considering a self-evaluation of your own ministry as part of the planning process of 
your parish.  There is a variety of good tools available to us, if you need assistance in finding a useable tool, just give my office a 
call. 
 The New Year also ushers in a new program for our presbyterate. The Catholic Leadership Institute is coordinating their Good 
Leaders, Good Shepherds curriculum for our first cohort of some twenty-eight priests of the Archdiocese of Detroit. These men 
will be involved with a leadership development team for two years of intensive formation. The sessions are scattered across five 
contexts of leadership:  

1. Leadership of Self 
2. Leadership in a One-to-One  
3. Leadership of Teams 
4. Leadership of Organizations 
5. Leadership of Strategic Relationships 

 It is my hope that each priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit will accept the invitation to train with the Catholic Leadership 
Institute. I have been out seeking donations this past month to help defray the $6,000.00 tuition cost for each priest in the 
program. I am happy to announce that to date I have received over $25,000.00 from donors recognizing the need for our priests 
to have the very best training. 
 So pull on your extra sweater, lace up the boots and trudge through these sloppy days of winter – always looking forward to 
the first buds of spring! 

Mike LeFevre 
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Diaconate Updates 

After spending another day with my believing but not 
practicing family, I just want to shout to them (and some 
others) - Have you heard?  It’s being said it all over town 
this year. And on the TV, and the radio.  It’s 
CHRISTmas. A time to celebrate CHRIST, not Santa or 
the almighty credit card. CHRISTians are beginning to 
give raspberries to all those who think this should not be 
referred to as a CHRISTian holiday.  My question to 
them is always—who do you think this holiday originated 
with? We don’t say  “Happy Person-mas” or “Holiday-
mas” or “Santa-mas”.  It’s CHRISTmas! There are 
CHRISTmas trees everywhere, and it’s been declared 
OK to call them that. Even the new movie “The Nativity” 
brings the true meaning to the big screen and right in 
your face. I try to respect those who do not believe as I 
do but I, a CHRISTian person who is a part of the 
overwhelming majority in this country, am tired of trying 
to appease that measly few percent of non-believers by 
hiding my belief under the bushel barrel.  I say bring the 
light out and set it on top of all to see so everyone might 
see how bright it is! And not just in December but all year 
long. I hope your CHRISTmas was shining and bright as 
mine was.  Dee Antieau 

In an effort to move the Total Pastoral Plan for Deacons 
(TPPD) forward, we have been working on the following: 
 

Deacon Assignments: The diaconal community was 
asked to comment on a proposed procedure which 
emulated the Presbyteral Assignment procedure. After 
receiving various comments, a new procedure was 
written to make it more coherent. That procedure is 
currently in review. I am hopeful that we will be able to 
inaugurate the procedure yet this year; however, the time 
is getting short. 
 

Deacon Community Board (formerly Deacon Council): 
Deacons Bovitz, O’Keefe, Schwartz, and Stankiewicz 
have formed a nomination committee. If you are willing to 
serve on the Deacon Community Board, please submit 
your name to any one of these men. Wives too are 
needed. The Board will have real work to do which will 
help formulate the shape of the Diaconate in Detroit for 
the foreseeable future. 
 

Applications: As you know the Formation Program was 
held in abeyance for one year. We currently have 19 
applications from the 2006 timeframe that have 
completed the psychological exams and have been 
interviewed. Another 15 applications have been received 
for 2007. They will be reviewed and a decision will be 
made as to whether they too will be asked to take the 
psychological exam and interview. The Committee on 
Admissions and Scrutinies (formerly the Vocations Board) 
will meet in the April/May time frame to determine which 
of the 34 applicants will be accepted into the program for 
2007 as Aspirants. 
 

Deacon Couple’s Retreat: The Deacon Couple’s Retreat 
this year is schedule for January 19-21 at St. John Center 
for Youth & Family. One of the issues that raised during 
the TPPD was our need to concentrate on 
Evangelization. Accordingly we have the good fortune of 
having our retreat directed by Peter Herbeck who is the 
Vice President and Director of Missions for Renewal 
Ministries. Peter oversees the work of lay mission teams 
throughout the world who work to equip Catholic lay 
people to respond to the Holy Father's call for a new 
evangelization. Please sign up for the retreat as soon as 
possible. Formation couples are welcome to attend. 

From the Editor 

6) Study Groups: Establish a study group to discern 
how to recruit and retain persons of culture, racial 
and ethnic diversity into the Diaconate, to describe 
the relationships of Deacons who are also Pastoral 
Associates, to determine an appropriate curriculum 
to prepare Deacons for Pastoral Ministry in 2025 
when the number of deacons and priests are 
projected to be equal, and to provide a tool for 
deacons to self-assess their ministries to determine 
how they might improve. 

 

Undoubtedly there will be many additional matters that 
we will have to handle throughout the year, but if we can 
accomplish the above mentioned items, I would consider 
the year successful. I hope that you all will help in the 
completion of these goals. If we do, I believe that the 
Diaconate of Detroit will be much more vital and will 
better serve the needs of the people of the Detroit 
Archdiocese. 

Deacon Mike McKale 

(Continued from page 1) 



We hope to list out the priests and 
deacons within the Archdiocese of 
Detroit who are currently in need of our 
prayer, a note, or a phone call.  To add 
a name to the listing please contact the 
person first to make certain they want 
such information published and then 
send the name through to our office. 
Priests: 
• Mike Byrnes 
• Ron Alder 
• John LaCasse 

Deacons: 
• Jene Baughman, is recuperating at 

home after brief  hospitalization. 
• Gary Meerschaert, was scheduled 

to have back fusion early 
December 

• Raul Feliciano continues with lung 
difficulties and requests continued 
prayers 

As with the Presbyterate, we will be 
offering a Pictorial for Permanent 
Deacons and Formation Students in 
the AOD.  You may make your own 
appointments at Cathedral Place 
Jan 25th to 27th or St. Michael, 
Sterling Heights Jan 31st to Feb 3rd.  
See the Extranet for details. If you 
did not receive a flier about the 
pictorial, contact Dee. Please, do 
not contact the parishes directly.  
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Sick Bay 

Deacon Pictorial Events at The Retreat Center 
at St. John 

 I prefer trains to roller-coasters. Trains are steady and predictable. Roller-
coasters make your stomach climb into your throat. That having been said, if I 
have to ride a roller-coaster, I would, for a couple of reasons, want to do so 
with friends. First of all, friends are a comfort by their presence, especially at 
times when your comings and goings are beyond your control (as when on a 
roller-coaster). Secondly, friends are the kinds of people who understand if 
you say odd things or act strangely as the roller-coaster is speeding along its 
unforeseen path. They know not to hold your fears and frights against you.  
 I think I have a lot of friends in Detroit, especially among the priests, 
deacons and religious communities. I say this because you joined me in my 
roller-coaster ride as it pulled into the Archdiocese and encouraged me by 
your presence and kind notes. You also seem to understand that the 
experience had its “stomach in the throat” moments, and you helped me get 
through that.  
 I believe gratitude is the premier mark of a Christian life. I often pray to 
God to help me grow in gratitude. The Lord has answered that prayer for me 
in many ways over the years, and my experience of coming to Detroit from 
Texas has been and continues to be a dramatic experience drawing from me 
a profound sense of gratitude. I thank the Lord Jesus for that and you also.  

On Gratitude  
by Bishop Daniel Flores, STD 

• Sundays of Lent - Theology 
Unplugged w/Msgr John Zenz 

• Chapel Chorale Series-starts at 
3:00pm 

• Feb 4 - Mercy HS Mercyaires 
Choir 

• March 18 - St. Mary’s 
Church, Wayne 

• Taize Prayer - every 4th Monday of 
the month, 8:00 pm, Main Chapel 

Contact SJC at 734-414-1111 for more 
information. 

Michael Hovey, the director of the Office for Catholic Social Teaching, is 
available to speak to parish groups (e.g., Parish Council, Justice and Peace 
Committee, Pro-Life Committee, Youth Groups) on the “best kept secret” in 
our Church: Catholic Social Teaching.  The talk can be tailored to fit your 
group. He is available day or evening, weekdays or weekends—with no 
speaker fee! Contact Michael at 313.237-4678 or by e-mail at 
Hovey.Michael@aod.org.  Michael is also available to speak on the Church’s 
efforts in ecumenical and interfaith activities, as the Assistant Advisor to the 
Cardinal on Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs. 

In Memory 
Happy are those who have died in the Lord; let 
them rest from their labors for their good deeds 

go with them. 
Fr. Gerald Britz 

Fr. Benno Kornely, SJ 
Fr. John Markham 

Fr. George Steenken, SJ 

Promote Social Teaching in your Parish 

Parishes Requesting Deacon 
• North Branch Tri-Cluster 
• OL of Good Counsel, Detroit 
• OL Mt Carmel, Temperance 
• St. Alfred, Taylor 
• SS Augustine & Monica, Detroit 
• St. Colette, Livonia 
• St. Cyprian, Riverview 
• St. Fabian, Farmington 
• St. Roch, Flat Rock 
• St. Theodore, Westland 
 

. Contact the Clergy Office if you 
would like to add your parish to the list 
or even if you have questions to how 
a Permanent Deacon can further 
enhance your parish family and give 
assistance to you. 



On the Agenda 

•  Jan 8-11: NOCERCC 
Region VI Conference, 
“Sabbath Rests” Ann Arbor  

• Jan 19-21: Deacon Couple 
Retreat, SJC, Peter Herbeck 

• Feb 16: Fr. P. Raniero 
Cantalamessa, OFM Cap at SJC 
See article and/or flier. 

• March 13: Priest Lenten Reflection, 
Manresa, Fr. Donald Goergen, OP 

• March 16: Rite of Acolyte, SHMS 
• May 6: Permanent Deacon Jubilee, 

SHMS 
• May 7-11: Clergy Spring Retreat, 

SJC, Fr. Eugene Hensell OSB 
• May 18-20: Deacon Men’s Retreat, 

SJC 
• May 29: Presbyteral Jubilee, 

SHMS 
• May 26: Presbyterate Ordination, 

BSC 
• May 30: Religious Jubilee, SJC 
• June 14: Eucharistic Holy Hour, 

SHMS, Fr. Jan Michael Joncas 
• July 25: Mid-Summer Reflection, 

Capuchin Retreat House 
• Aug 7: Senior Priest Luncheon 
• Aug 17-19: Formation Couple’s 

Retreat, SJC 
• Aug 27: Clergy Day, SJC 
• Sept 23-27: Priest Convocation, 

Boyne Highlands, Fr. Ron 
Rolheiser 

• Oct 6: Permanent Deacon 
Ordination, BSC 

• Nov 12-16: Clergy Fall Retreat, St. 
Paul of the Cross, Fr. Marty Iott, 
OP 

 
CP= Cathedral Place (Office bldg 

behind the Cathedral church) 
BSC = Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 
SJC = The Retreat Center at St. John’s 
SHMS = Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
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St. Bartholomew Parish is in need of 
100-150 chapel chairs for our new 
Conference Center.  We will gladly pick 
them up. Contact Carolyn at 313-892-
1446 

Barter’s Corner 

Clergy Spring Retreat 

Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB will lead the 
Clergy Retreat May 7-11, 2007.  
Please note the location has changed 
to St John Center, Plymouth. More 
information will be sent early spring. 

Priests’ Conference for 
Polish Affairs 

Quarterly Meeting  will be conducted 
on Tuesday, March 6th at 3:30 pm at St. 
Patrick Parish, Wyandotte.  The meeting 
will be followed with cocktails and 
dinner.  Priests and deacons of Polish 
descent who will be attending the 
meeting and dinner as asked to RSVP 
by calling 734-285-9470. 
 

Study in Poland - The Priest’s 
Conference for Polish Affairs is seeking 
applications for their annual grant for the 
summer study tour in Poland.  
Applicants must be a priest or deacon of 
the AOD or assigned to ministry in the 
AOD.  For more info. Or an application, 
contact Msgr Stanley Milewski at 248-
682-0880. 

Fr. Donald Goergen, OP will lead the 
Lenten Reflection at Manresa on 
March 13th.  Look for more 
information in the registration flier 
after the new year begins. 

A l t h o u g h  B i s h o p 
Vigneron, as the Rector of Sacred Heart Major Seminary, first issued the 
invitation it wasn’t until recently that Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap, 
the Preacher to the Papal Household, agreed to come to Detroit and speak at the 
“40 Years of Amazing Grace Conference” sponsored by the Detroit Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Center February 16-18, 2007 at Cobo Center, Detroit. He 
will be one of over a dozen speakers with this talk titled “This Theophany In Our 
Day! What is God Doing?”. Registrations can be made and a complete 
conference schedu le  can be found on the i r  webs i te : 
www.AmazingGraceConference.com 
 Priests, Detroit seminarians, SHMS faculty, deacons and deacon formation 
students are invited to a private presentation on Friday afternoon. Space is 
limited to the first 100 people and you must pre-register for this event that begins 
with lunch at noon and presentation at 1:00 at The Retreat Center at St. John’s. 
A flier is included with this newsletter or linked on the AOD website. 

Lent Reflection 

Priest Convocation 

For the Convocation this 
year we have invited Fr. 
Ron Rohlheiser to join us.  
We will continue on the 

theme of “One Body: Many Parts, 
Many Gifts”.  I hope you join us for this 
gathering on Sept 23-27, 2007 at 
Boyne Highlands. 

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM cap 

On January 8-11, 2007, the Office of 
Clergy Life and Ministry will be 

attending the NOCERCC Region VI 
Conference at Weber’s Inn. We will do 
our best to check e-mails and phone 
messages but note we might not be 
able to contact you until we return. 

Called to Collaborate 
We are challenged by the bishops’ 
document, Co-Workers in the Vineyard 
of the Lord. Dr. Patricia Cooney-
Hathaway will guide a panel of 6 
distinguished speakers in this conference 
setting on January 24th at SHMS as 
participants discuss the implications of 
the document by exploring through 
animated interaction  the importance of 
collaboration. See the flier on AOD 
Website calendar or contact Joanne at 
3 1 3 - 2 3 7 - 5 9 5 4  o r  e m a i l 
Castorena.Joanne@aod.org. 





Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM CapFather Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap  
Preacher to the Papal Household 

Special invitation to PRIESTS, DEACONS, DETROIT SEMINARIANS, 
SHMS FACULTY, AND DEACON FORMATION STUDENTS  

to join 

on February 16, 2007 
for Lunch at noon and 
Presentation at 1:00 

at 
The Retreat Center at St. John’s 

 

Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM,Cap 
The Retreat Center at St. John’s 
January 16, 2007 
 
  Lunch at noon     Presentation at 1:00 
 
           
   (print name) 
 
 
 
           
   (phone or e-mail) 

Limited space available—free to invitees listed above but 
you must register to attend  

 

RSVP deadline February 2, 2007 

Raniero Cantalamessa is a Franciscan Capuchin Catholic Priest. Born in Ascoli Piceno, Italy, 22 July 
1934, ordained priest in 1958. Doctorates in Divinity and Classical literature. Former Ordinary Professor 
of History of Ancient Christianity and Director of the Department of religious sciences at the Catholic 
University of Milan. Member of the International Theological Commission (1975-1981). 

In 1979 he resigned his teaching position to become a full time preacher of the Gospel. In 1980 he was 
appointed by Pope John Paul II Preacher to the Papal Household in which capacity he still serves, 
preaching a weekly sermon in Advent and Lent in the presence of the Pope, the cardinals, bishops an 
prelates of the Roman Curia and the general superiors of religious orders. He is frequently invited to 
speak at international and ecumenical conferences and rallies. He is has been member of Catholic 
delegation for the Dialogue with the Pentecostal Churches for the last ten years. He runs a weekly 
program on the first channel of the Italian state television (RAI) on the Gospel of the following Sunday. 

Father will be speaking and celebrating liturgy at the “40 years of Amazing Grace Conference” sponsored by the  Detroit 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Center the weekend of Feb. 16-18 at Cobo Center.  (see their website for more 

information at www.AmazingGraceConference.com) 

RSVP deadline  
February 2, 2007 

Send RSVPs to: 
Office for Clergy Life & Ministry 

Cathedral Place 
9844 Woodward Avenue 

Detroit, MI 48202 
Email: Antieau.Denise@aod.org 
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