Bulletin insert #1

For weekend of September 12-13

The retirement years can be difficult for senior priests. No longer in active priestly ministry, or supported by the parish communities they served with such dedication, some of these men must rely on minimal Social Security benefits and their pension from the Priests’ Retirement Fund.

But like so many pension plans in today’s world, our priests’ retirement program is not fully funded. Actuaries estimate that $24.9 million is needed over the next several years to satisfy the fund’s obligations. Since 2006, parishes across the Archdiocese of Detroit have taken up a special collection to help remedy this shortfall. Our parish has been especially generous.

In two weeks, we will again take up this special collection, With Thanks for Their Service in Christ, to support our priests’ retirement. Please review the materials provided to you and contact the parish office with any questions you may have.

Bulletin insert #2

For weekend of September 19-20

The Archdiocese is blessed to have 129 senior priests who dedicated, in some cases, as many as 50 years or more of their lives to caring for and ministering to others. Even in retirement, many continue to give of themselves in countless ways of service for which we are grateful.

At age 70, priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit begin receiving a $1,500 monthly pension from the Priests’ Retirement Fund as well as health and automobile insurance. But due to longer life spans, and the rise in health care costs, the Priests’ Retirement Fund is underfunded by an estimated $24.9 million. To remedy this shortfall, the Archdiocese has asked parishes to assume an annual assessment of $15,094 per priest.

Next weekend, September 26 and 27, our parish will participate in the special collection to help defray the cost of this assessment and to increase the Priests’ Retirement Fund. Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best contribute to With Thanks for Their Service in Christ this year and return your collection envelope during next weekend’s Masses.

Bulletin insert #3

For weekend of September 26-27

This weekend, our parish is taking up a special collection to support our priests’ retirement. With Thanks for Their Service in Christ will help remedy the estimated $24.9 million shortfall in our Priests’ Retirement Fund, which provides a minimal monthly pension as well as health and automobile insurance to priests over the age of 70.
As you may know, the retirement years can be difficult for our senior priests. No longer supported by their parish communities, they rely on minimal Social Security benefits and their pension from the Priests’ Retirement Fund for basic needs, such as food, housing and transportation.

Please show your gratitude to those priests who have cared for and ministered to you by prayerfully reflecting on how you can best help support our priests’ retirement with a gift to the With Thanks for Their Service in Christ collection. When you have completed the envelope you received, either return it during the collection or drop it off at the parish office.

Bulletin insert #4

For weekend of October 3-4

Last weekend, our parish took up a special collection to support our Priests’ Retirement Fund. I am happy to report that we have already raised $AMOUNT to date. These contributions will help our parish pay its annual per priest assessment and remedy the estimated $24.9 million shortfall in the Priests’ Retirement Fund.

The Priests’ Retirement Fund pays the monthly pension and health care costs for retired priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit. Diocesan priests live independently during their retirement, and they use their pension for basic needs, such as food, housing and transportation.

If you have already made a gift to the With Thanks for Their Service in Christ collection, please know how much our parish truly appreciates your support. If you were unable to complete and return the envelope you received at Mass last weekend, you may still do so. If you need another envelope, or did not receive one, please stop by the parish office.

